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the holiday season they were passed from hand to hand. Now some 
of the gift-books of each year are among the choicest perennials, works 
of high art, and such as can never seem less beautiful or be less precious 
than on the day of their issue. Such is pre-eminently the case with 
the volume now before us, which is undoubtedly the most beautiful and 
valuable book of the season. Perfect in all the accessories of paper, 
tint, type, and binding, on all which it is a luxury to look, it has over 
most works of its class the inestimable advantage of placing in the 
hands of its owners copies of world-famous pictures, instead of the ambi- 
tious doings and darings of mere novices in art. The process by which 
these illustrations have been obtained, gives them an added value. 
The editor selected from among the many Madonnas of Raphael those 
which are the most characteristic of his genius, and then, from the 
numerous engravings which profess to copy them, he chose those which 
display the most of the engraver's manual skill and the least of the 
audacity with which the inferior art sometimes tampers with the genius 
which it cannot improve. These engravings were not copied by hand, 
but reproduced in phototype, and the pictures in this volume are photo- 
types of unsurpassed delicacy, pasted on the richly-margined and tinted 
leaves prepared to receive them. The volume contains a brief and 
admirably written narrative of Raphael's Life, and historical sketches 
of each separate picture given in phototype. For these we are in- 
debted to the graceful pen of the editor, who has interspersed his own 
text with several appropriate and tastefully chosen extracts in poetry 
and prose. We trust that a work proffering such strong claims upon 
the lovers of the beautiful, and the friends and patrons of art, will be so 
generously welcomed as to enable the editor, with the advent of an- 
other year, to fulfil the promise, conditionally given in his Preface, of 
another similar volume. 



16. — Annals of the American Pulpit; or, Commemorative Notices of 
Distinguished American Clergymen of Various Denominations, from 
the Early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Tear Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty-five. With Historical Introductions. By Wil- 
liam B. Sprague, D. D. Vol. VI. Baptist. New York : Robert 
Carter and Brothers. 1860. 8vo. pp. 860. 

The historical names among the American Baptist clergy resolve 
themselves into two widely distinct classes. In the first, we would 
reckon the pioneers of the denomination for the many years for which 
theirs was compelled to be a church militant, disfranchised in the 
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Northern Colonies and States, and at the South persecuted equally by 
the adherents of other churches and by the irreligious and vicious por- 
tion of the community. This enforced discipline of perpetual warfare 
developed the hardier sinews of character, but was not propitious to the 
labors of the study, the artificial graces of oratory, or the refinements 
of assthetic culture. Yet during those early generations the Baptist 
pulpit enjoyed the services of some men of superior learning, and of 
surpassing amenity of manners and spirit. Such was Rev. Dr. Still- 
man of Boston, whose praise was literally in all the churches, and 
whose equal many that knew him felt, when he died, that they should 
never see on this side of heaven. But the Baptist ministers, prior to 
the commencement of the present century, were most of them men of 
strong minds and earnest religious convictions, who were forced into 
the ministry from secular avocations by an imperative sense of duty, 
and whose heroic lives attested the genuineness of their call from 
heaven, and left their path of toil, conflict, and hardship marked by a 
line of living light. Not unlearned were they, except in the mere 
technical sense ; for they were indefatigable in their study of the 
Divine Word, and many of them, in their thirst for knowledge, ac- 
quired, with little instruction from others, and often at a late period in 
life, a good degree of conversance with the classic tongues, and with a 
wide range of the best literature. Such men could not be indifferent to 
clerical education ; and no sooner were they possessed of those equal 
rights with other denominations for which they had long struggled in 
vain, than they gave their best energies and elicited the liberality of 
their churches for the endowment of colleges and theological seminaries. 
Most of the Baptist preachers who have attained eminence in the pres- 
ent century have been men of superior culture ; and we doubt whether 
any denomination in the land exceeds this in the present high intellect- 
ual and educational standard of its ministry. 

Dr. Sprague has been equally successful in his delineation of both 
these classes of divines. Into the adventurous career of the early 
worthies he enters with a loving enthusiasm, which could not be 
surpassed by an historiographer of their own order. They furnish 
materials for some of the most profoundly interesting and exciting bi- 
ographies we have ever read. The lives of such men as Hezekiah 
Smith, Samuel Shephard, John Leland, and William Batchelder, none 
can peruse without deep emotion. Nor have we been less edified by 
the biographies of those marvellously endowed preachers of the African 
race, Andrew Marshall, the centenarian, from whom we have a speci- 
men of pulpit eloquence not one whit inferior to that of Wirt's " blind 
preacher " ; Jacob Walker, whose pastorate of twenty-five years was 
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one of the most successful on record in our whole land ; and Lott Cary, 
who, after an approved ministry at Richmond, went to Africa as a 
missionary and died acting Governor of Liberia, — all three born in 
bondage, and manifesting genius, ability, moral purity, and religious 
fervor which would have done honor to the highest stations in the most 
privileged race. Among the eminent and richly-endowed clergymen 
of the present century whose lives are here given, are Drs. Chaplin, 
Bolles, Kendrick, Sharp, and Cone, with Adoniram Judson, than whom 
our country has produced no man of more vigorous intellect or more 
commanding energy of will, and George Dana Boardman, Judson's 
fellow-missionary, whose sweetly fervent spirit reminds one of the 
Apostle John, and who, wasted by consumption, was borne on a cot-bed, 
through almost pathless jungle and across swollen streams, to preside 
at the baptism of a company of native converts, and then on the mor- 
row to' pass to his reward. But there is no need of our adding more. 
Those who have followed Dr. Sprague's labor of love in the preceding 
volumes may be assured that the promise which they give is more than 
realized in this ; for, with equal skill on his part, the wider range and 
greater diversity of subjects deepen and vary for the reader the interest 
of the work. 



17. — The Puritans : or The Church, Court, and Parliament of Eng- 
land during the Reigns of Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth. By 
Samuel Hopkins. In three Volumes. Vol. I. Boston : Gould 
and Lincoln. 1859. 8vo. pp. 549. 

Some critics say that we ought not to like this book ; but we do like 
it. "We have read it through, and part of it more than once ; and 
though we thought ourselves familiar with the portion of history which 
it covers, its personages are to us more lifelike, and its events have 
more of verisimilitude in our thought, than ever before. The author's 
attempt is a bold one, and without any respectable modern precedent. 
He has dramatized the portion of history contained in this volume, de- 
veloping its incidents for the most part through conversations put into 
the mouths of its actors. That the ancients did this we very well know, 
and we admire and thank them for it. We know not what canon of 
taste should prohibit a modern author from employing this method. 
Mr. Hopkins's reader sees at first glance that the conversations are im- 
aginary ; and they certainly are in perfect keeping with the charac- 
ters of the interlocutors. At the same time, there is a precision in 
dates and facts fully equal to that of the dullest annals. That the work 



